United States 
Department of 
Agriculture 

Office of the 
Assistant Secretary 
for Civil Rights 

Center for Civil 
Rights Enforcement 

1400 Independence 
Avenue SW 

Washington, DC 
20250 


USDA 



Mr. Russ Kick 
DEPT MR 47314 
411A Highland Ave 
Somerville, Massachusetts 02144 

Dear Mr. Kick: 


MAR 0 1 2019 


This letter is our final response to your Freedom of Information Act 
(FOIA) request, submitted through the United State Department of 
Agriculture’s Public Access Link, and assigned to the Office of the 
Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights (OASCR) on February 22, 2019. 
Your request is assigned FOIA case number 2019-ASCR-02366-F. 
Specifically, you requested a copy of OASCR’s FOIA request log 
covering 2018, which includes a field showing the subject of each request 
and a field for the final disposition. Further, you request that this 
document be sent in any digital formats in which it exists (such as PDF 
and Excel). 


We conducted a search for responsive records and located 21 records for 
2018. After reviewing these records, we determined that some 
information should be withheld in part pursuant to FOIA Exemption 6, 5 
U.S.C. § 552 (b)(6). Therefore, where indicated on the enclosed electronic 
2017 FOIA Log, we withheld certain names and identifiers. We also 
withheld in part information pertaining to records collected for 
investigative purposes pursuant to Exemption 7(C) of the FOIA. 


Exemption 6 protects all information about individuals in 
"personnel and medical files and similar files," where the 
disclosure of such information " would constitute a clearly 
unwarranted invasion of personal privacy." In determining 
whether a disclosure would constitute an unwarranted invasion of 
personal privacy, OASCR must balance the public's right to 
disclosure against the individuals' right to privacy. 

Exemption 7 (5 U.S.C. 552(b)(7)) protects from disclosure 
“records or information compiled for law enforcement purposes, 
but only to the extent that the production of such law enforcement 
records or information (C) could reasonably be expected to 
constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal privacy.” 


The determination as to whether the disclosure of private 
information is required under Exemptions 6 and 7(C) turns not on 
the identity of the requester or on the purpose for which the record 
is sought, but on the nature of the information requested and its 
relationship to the core purpose for which Congress enacted the 
FOIA: to shed light on an agency’s performance of its statutory 
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duties. We have determined that the release of the names and 
identifying information of persons involved in the investigation 
implicate the respective personal privacy interests of those 
individuals. 

In accordance with 7 CFR Appendix A to Subpart A of Part 1, we will not 
assess charges for processing your FOLA request. 

The FOIA provides you the right to appeal this determination. Any appeal 
must be made in writing to: 


Ms. Winona Lake Scott 

Associate Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights 

U.S. Department of Agriculture 

1400 Independence Avenue, SW 

Room 507-A, Whitten Building 

Washington, DC 20250-0115 


The appeal must be received not less than 90 days after the date of this 
letter. The term “FOIA APPEAL” should be placed in capital letters on 
the front of the envelope. 

This completes the processing of FOIA request number 2019-ASCR- 
02366-F. 


S , tor 

Center for Civil Rights Enforcement 



Enclosure 




Office of the Assistant For Civil Rights 
FOIA Request Log Covering 2018 
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